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Trex Transcend®, Trex Enhance®, and Trex Select®
Care and Cleaning Guide
All exterior building materials require cleaning. Generally, soap and water is all that is required to clean Transcend,
Enhance, and Select products. For additional information, see below.

Problem

Dirt and Debris

Solution

The affected area should be sprayed off with a hose to remove surface debris. Use warm
soapy water and a soft bristle brush to remove dirt and debris from the embossing pattern.

Using a Pressure
Washer (General
Cleaning Issues)

A pressure washer with no greater than 3100 psi** that has a fan attachment/adjustment
and soap dispenser may be used to remove dirt or mud. Spray deck with soap, then follow
by gently scrubbing each deck board with a soft bristle brush. Spray/rinse each individual
deck board using a fan tip no closer than 8-in (203 mm) from the decking surface. RINSE
THOROUGHLY. If dirty water from cleaning is left to dry, a film will remain on the decking
surface.

Issues with Concrete,
Cement, Mortar, or
Stucco Dust

When working with cement, concrete, mortar, or stucco, protect the decking as
much as possible in order to not get dust particles on the decking surface. These
particles, once they get hot or wet, can cause a reaction on the decking surface
and are very difficult to remove. If particles get on the decking surface, Trex
recommends using Sakrete™ Concrete Dissolver (www.sakrete.com/products/
concrete-dissolver). BE SURE TO FOLLOW MANUFACTURER'S INSTRUCTIONS.

Hard Water Staining

Hard water is water with high amounts of mineral deposits like lime, silica and calcium.
When the water dries, deposits are left behind, leaving unsightly spots on surfaces. This is
not a defect of Trex products but an issue with the water itself. Generally, these deposits
can be cleaned with white vinegar on decking surfaces. Rinsing is required, so care should
be taken to not use hard water for this purpose. If hard water must be used, dry with a cloth
or use a blower to dry surfaces. In some cases a deck brightener product may also be used
to help clean hard water stains.

Chalk Lines
Most colored chalks are permanent and may discolor the surface. Use only Irwin
Strait-Line®Dust-Off Marking Chalk (purple), available at www.Irwin.com.

Tannins Due to Debris
Remove all debris from the deck using a hose or broom. Once the deck surface is dry, apply
a deck “brightener"* to the deck as directed by the manufacturer. Deck Brighteners contain
oxalic acid, which will also remove tannins.

Ice and Snow A plastic shovel may be used to remove snow from the deck. Use calcium chloride or rock
salt to melt the snow and ice from the deck surface.

Oil, Grease, and Food
All food spills should be removed as soon as possible. The surface must be cleaned within
seven days to maintain the stain warranty. To remove, spray off with a hose and use warm,
soapy water and a soft bristle brush to remove spills from the embossing pattern.

Mold and Mildew
If debris such as pollen and dirt is allowed to remain on the deck surface, mold can feed on
the biofilm. Using a hose and warm, soapy water with a soft bristle brush is recommended
to remove the food source and mold.
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Trex Transcend®, Trex Enhance®, and Trex Select®
Care and Cleaning Guide

Problem Solution

While this is not common, static electricity can occur on walking surfaces in dry
climates or in areas where dry winds and dust-borne particles lay on the decking
surfaces. Static electricity can build up on occupants walking across any composite
decking surface, including Trex, then produce a small static shock if they touch a
grounded metal surface such as railing, door, etc.

Trex and Static
Electricity

This condition can be decreased greatly with the use of a product call ACL Staticide®
Two products tested were General Purpose Staticide® and Heavy Duty Staticide®

.
. Both

are effective in greatly reducing static electricity on Trex decking surfaces. Apply full
strength, using a mop on a dry decking surface, and allow to dry; no rinsing or diluting
needed. Products are non-toxic, non-flammable, non-staining (will not change the color
of decking surface), completely biodegradable, and safe to use. Product is water-based
and may require a second application after rain or other weather conditions. Over a
period of time, the effect of static will dissipate naturally on the decking surface.

See link for more information on product:
www.aclstaticide.com/antistatic_coatings.html

Rubber Mats Use caution when using rubber-backed mats (i.e. welcome mats, etc.) as these may
contain substances that can sometimes discolor or lighten the decking surface.

Job Site Storage

Store decking on a flat level surface and ALWAYS use proper supports (dunnage).
DO NOT store directly on the ground. When stacking decking bundles, supports
(dunnage) should start approximately 8-in (203 mm) from each end and be spaced
approximately 2-ft (0.61m) on center. In addition, supports (dunnage) should line up
vertically/perpendicular to the decking product. Adjust support blocks (dunnage)
accordingly if bundles are loose. For Select decking, Enhance decking, and 1x12 and
1x8 products, the maximum stack height is 12 bundles. For all other decking products
maximum stack height is 14 bundles (IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT PROPER DUNNAGE
SPACING MUST BE IN PLACE FOR THESE HEIGHTS). When stacking multiple bundles,
ensure that dunnage lines up vertically down through each stack. ALWAYS cover
decking products on site until ready to be installed.

Strait-Line® is a registered trademark of Irwin Industrial Tool Company.
Sakrete™ is a trademark of Oldcastle APG, a CRH Company.
*Use of products containing bleach or acid can lighten the lighten the surface of Trex. Use in an inconspicuous area to determine whether you

like the effect. Neither product will affect the structural integrity of Trex.
**Use of a pressure washer greater than 3100 psi could damage the boards and void the warranty.

NOTES:
» Refer to www.trex.com to view a general care and cleaning video for Transcend, Enhance, and

Select decking.
» Refer to www.trex.com for a care and cleaning guide for Trex Early-Generation Composite and

PVC Decking.

NOTE: Construction methods are always improving. Please refer to www.trex.com for the most up-to-date installation requirements.
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Planning Ahead

Trex Decking:
» When installing any Trex decking product, especially

Trex Transcend Tropicals, it is a good idea to mix
and match all of the boards on the job site prior to
installation to ensure an appealing mix of light and
dark tones.

» DO NOT combine Trex Select decking with other Trex
decking products. Trex Select boards are thinner than
Transcend and Enhance boards.

» For added protection to wood framing, use Trex®
Protect®Joist and Beam Tape on the top of joists, rim
joists, and ledger boards to help prevent rot and wood
decay. Refer to trexprotect.com for more details.

Railing (Including ADA Handrail):
» First, pick the railing style you want.
» Calculate your spanning based on the railing you chose.
» Determine the number of balusters you will need based

on the railing you chose.

NOTE: For post placement on stairs, it is VERY
IMPORANT to plan your post spacing based on
the length of the rail and angle of the stairs. For
nominal 6' and 8' stair rail lengths, stair post
spans (measured horizontally) will be less than 6'
or 8' due to the angle of the stairs.

NOTE: Trex Transcend and Select horizontal railings are
made to be installed at maximum of 6' (1.83 m) or 8'
(2.44 m) on center (depending upon type of railing you
choose). Those railings are not true 6' (72") or 8' (96")
in length. All Signature Railing products are made to be
installed at maximum 6' or 8' CLEAR SPAN
BETWEEN POSTS.

» Determine post locations prior to installing any
decking. In most cases, posts are usually installed
before decking is installed.

» Confirm with your local building official if ADA
Handrail is required, and if so plan spanning for posts
accordingly to allow for attachment of Trex ADA
Handrail. ADA Handrail requires a span of
6' OC for posts.

» Grill placement: A good recommendation to help
prevent damage to your railing is to not have a grill too
close to your railing. Allow for ample airspace
18"-30" is recommended – refer to grill manufacturer
for additional details between the back/sides of your
grill to help prevent charring or staining to the railing.

Refer to www.trex.com to view detailed install instructions
for Transcend, Select, or Signature railing.

Trex Lighting:
» Plan locations of lights, power supply, timer, and

dimmer. These should be accessible for service if
necessary.

» Install wiring before decking and railing have been
installed.

» DO NOT run wires between joists and deck boards.

Refer to www.trex.com to view detailed Trex lighting
instructions.

Trex®RainEscape® Deck Drainage System:
» Plan ahead for deck layout to allow for proper

placement of Trex RainEscape within the joist system.
» Make sure joists are straight and square.

See www.trex.com for more information on Trex
RainEscape recommendations and installation. Trex
RainEscape is manufactured and distributed by IBP,LLC,
under a trademark license with Trex Company, Inc.

Installing Hot Tubs, Planters, and Seating:
» Plan ahead proper joist spanning if required (this is

especially important if installing a hot tub).
» Refer to page 16 for Trex Decking Span Chart for

specific loads.

Call 1-800-BUY-TREX for detailed questions.
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TREX® DECKING & FASCIA
PROFILE

1" Square-Edge Board
Actual dimensions:
Transcend & Enhance: .94 in x 5.5 in x 12 ft / 16 ft / 20 ft
(24 mm x 140 mm x 365 cm / 487 cm / 609 cm)

Select: .82 in x 5.5 in x 12 ft / 16 ft / 20 ft
(20 mm x 140 mm x 365 cm / 487 cm / 609 cm)

DESCRIPTION ITEM NUMBER

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Tropicals

Transcend Earth Tones
Transcend Earth Tones
Transcend Earth Tones

Enhance Basics
Enhance Basics
Enhance Basics

Enhance Naturals
Enhance Naturals
Enhance Naturals

7/8 x 6 x 12' Select
7/8 x 6 x 16' Select
7/8 x 6 x 20' Select

1" Grooved-Edge Board
Actual dimensions:
Transcend & Enhance: .94 in x 5.5 in x 12 ft / 16 ft / 20 ft
(24 mm x 140 mm x 365 cm / 487 cm / 609 cm)

Select: .82 in x 5.5 in x 12 ft / 16 ft / 20 ft

(20 mm x 140 mm x 365 cm / 487 cm / 609 cm)

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

1 x 6 x 12'
1 x 6 x 16'
1 x 6 x 20'

Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Tropicals

Transcend Earth Tones
Transcend Earth Tones
Transcend Earth Tones

Enhance Basics
Enhance Basics
Enhance Basics

Enhance Naturals
Enhance Naturals
Enhance Naturals

7/8 x 6 x 12' Select
7/8 x 6 x 16' Select
7/8 x 6 x 20' Select

1" x 8" Fascia
Actual dimensions:
Transcend, Enhance, Select, Universal White:
.56 in x 7.25 in x 12 ft (14 mm x 184 mm x 365 cm)

1 x 8 x 12'
1 x 8 x 12'

1 x 8 x 12'
1 x 8 x 12'

1 x 8 x 12'
1 x 8 x 12'

1" x 12" Fascia
Actual dimensions:
Transcend, Enhance, Select, Universal White:
.56 in x 11.375 in x 12 ft (14 mm x 288 mm x 365 cm)

1 x 12 x 12'
1 x 12 x 12'

1 x 12 x 12'
1 x 12 x 12'

1 x 12 x 12'
1 x 12 x 12'

2" Square-Edge Board
Actual dimensions:
Transcend 2x4: 1.3 in x 3.4 in x 16 ft
(33 mm x 86 mm x 487 cm)

Transcend & Select 2x6: 1.3 in x 5.5 in x 12 ft / 16 ft / 20 ft
(33 mm x 140 mm x 365 cm / 487 cm / 609 cm)

XX = COLOR PREFIX:

IM Island Mist
TT Tiki Torch
HG Havana Gold
SR Spiced Rum
LR Lava Rock

TREX HIDEAWAY®

2 x 4 x 16'

2 x 6 x 12'
2 x 6 x 16'

2 x 6 x 16'

Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Earth Tones

Enhance Basics
Enhance Naturals

Select
Universal White

Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Earth Tones

Enhance Basics
Enhance Naturals

Select
Universal White

Transcend Tropicals

Transcend Tropicals
Transcend Tropicals

2 x 6 x 20' Transcend Tropicals

2 x 6 x 12' Select
Select

2 x 6 x 20' Select

GP Gravel Path
RS Rope Swing
VL Vintage Lantern
PG Pebble Grey
WG Winchester Grey

HIDDEN FASTENING SYSTEM

Universal Starter Clip

Universal Fastener (glass-filled nylon)

Router Bit

SD Saddle
WB Woodland Brown
MB Madeira
FW Foggy Wharf
RH Rocky Harbor

XX010612TS01
XX010616TS01
XX010620TS01

XX010612T2S01
XX010616T2S01
XX010620T2S01

XX010612E2S01
XX010616E2S01
XX010620E2S01

XX010612E2S01
XX010616E2S01
XX010620E2S01

XX010612SS01
XX010616SS01
XX010620SS01

XX010612TG01
XX010616TG01
XX010620TG01

XX010612T2G01
XX010616T2G01
XX010620T2G01

XX010612E2G01
XX010616E2G01
XX010620E2G01

XX010612E2G01
XX010616E2G01
XX010620E2G01

XX010612SG01
XX010616SG01
XX010620SG01

XX010812TS01
XX010812T2S01

XX010812E2S01
XX010812E2S01

XX010812SS01
WW010812ES01

XX011212TS01
XX011212T2S01

XX011212E2S01
XX011212E2S01

XX011212SS01
WW011212ES01

XX020416TS01

XX020612TS01
XX020616TS01
XX020620TS01

XX020612SS01
XX020616SS01
XX020620SS01

TS Toasted Sand
CB Coastal Bluff
CS Clam Shell
BD Beach Dune
SD Saddle

DESCRIPTION

400 sq. ft. (37 sq. m) bag

50 sq. ft. (4.6 sq. m) box
500 sq. ft. (46.5 sq. m) bucket

Router Bit

COLORS

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR

GP, RS, VL

CS, BD, SD

FW, RH, TS, CB

PG, WG, SD, WB, MB

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR

GP, RS, VL

CS, BD, SD

FW, RH, TS, CB

PG, WG, SD, WB, MB

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR
GP, RS, VL

CS, BD, SD
FW, RH, TS, CB

PG, WG, SD, WB, MB
WW

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR
GP, RS, VL

CS, BD, SD
FW, RH, TS, CB

PG, WG, SD, WB, MB
WW

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR

IM, TT, HG, SR, LR

PG, SD, WB, MB

WW Wood Grain White

ITEM NUMBER

UNIVSTARTCLIP

UNIVCONCLIP
DA00002

ROUTBIT

NOTE: Construction methods are always improving. Please refer to www.trex.com for the most up-to-date installation requirements.
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Framing and Fastening Tips

Fastening Tip for Trex Transcend, Trex
Enhance, and Trex Select
NOTE: When using pneumatic or battery-operated
equipment, adjust the pressure so that you only
shoot the head of the screw to be flush with the
board’s cap. DO NOT shoot the fastener head
completely through the shell.

Trex Products Near Low-E Windows

Low-E glass reflects more sunlight. It has been
observed that the extra reflectivity, combined with
any concavity in the glass, can act like a concave
mirror. This mirror effect concentrates sunlight
onto outdoor objects, including that of decking and
railing. This can result in an extreme amount of heat
concentrated on areas of the decking surface. This
can sometimes char the decking surface or cause
the decking to slightly bow.

In most cases, install
fasteners at a 90° angle
(perpendicular to the
board).

At board ends on the
deck's edge, you can
install screws placed
perpendicularly at the
recommended distance,
at minimum of 1" (25mm)
from the board end and
edge, without splitting the
board.

For butt joints, where
boards meet over a

Clean Cut Boards

single joist, add a 2" x 4"
“nailer" board at the butt
joint. This allows screw-in
at 90 degrees and allows
fasteners to be used at
end of each board.

Dock Applications

3/16" (5mm)

Trex decking contains no materials that will
harm marine life and is safe for the environment.
As long as dock is in intermittent contact with
water, i.e., splashing and not in continuous direct
contact with water, the durability of the Trex
decking should not be affected.

It is recommended that boards be clean cut on both
ends a minimum of 3/16" (5mm).

Composite decking is a great alternative to traditional
wood decking. When building your deck and railing,
it is recommended that code-approved structural
material be used as the framing and joists. Check your
local building codes for restrictions. Trex decking
cannot be used for structural applications. Do not
attach Trex decking directly to any solid surface or
watertight system.

For docks, a 3/8" (10mm) width-to-width gap
between boards is recommended to allow for
increased drainage due to increased contact with
water. In addition, stainless steel fasteners should
be used. If there is sufficient contact between the
dock and gasoline, grounding of the dock is also
recommended.

Special Patterns
When planning a unique pattern, you will need to adjust the framing to support the surface pattern. Many
decks are designed to take advantage of angles, as shown below.

Herringbone Pattern Picture Frame Pattern Tile Pattern
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Installing Trex Transcend®, Enhance®, Select® Deckboards

1 2

1/4" >40°F*
1/2" <40°F*

2

*6mm >4˚C 13mm <4˚C

3 4

3

NOTE: Use scrap piece of decking to help hold fastener in
place while attaching.
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Gapping and Overhang

You must gap Trex decking both end-to-end and
width-to-width. Gapping is necessary for drainage and
the slight thermal expansion and contraction of Trex
decking boards. Gapping also allows for shrinkage of
the wood joist system.
» ALWAYS follow Trex-recommended gapping

guidelines.
» Maximum allowable perpendicular overhang for all

Trex decking is 1/2" (13 mm).
» All decks require air circulation to keep them dry and

looking good. To improve air flow, leave openings
under the decking or increase gapping to 3/8"
(10 mm).

Width-to-Width Gap

3/16" (5 mm)

Width-to-Width
The minimum required width-to-width gapping is
3/16" (5 mm). This is allowed for both hot and cold
weather installations. For docks and heavily wooded
areas, Trex recommends a 3/8" (10 mm) gap. No
gapping should ever exceed 1/2" (13 mm).

3/16”
(5 mm)

End-to-End/End-to-Width and Abutting Gap

End-to-End/
End-to-Width

Above 40°F* (4.5°C)*

Below 40°F* (4.5°C)*

*Temperature at installation.

When you use the recommended hidden fasteners,
the placement of the hidden fastener establishes the
designated gap size.

When installing fascia, gapping rules must apply.

1/8" (3 mm)

3/16" (5 mm)

Abutting Gap

1/4" (6 mm)

1/2" (13 mm)

1/8" – 3/16"
(3 mm – 5 mm)

End-to-End/End-to-Width
Gap Trex decking end-to-end, based upon the
temperature at installation. See chart at left.
For fastening tips, see page 13.

1/4" – 1/2"
(6 mm – 13 mm)

Abutting Solid Objects
When decking is abutting a wall, you must also gap it
1/4"–1/2" (6–13 mm) depending on the temperature at
installation. See chart at left.

NOTE: Construction methods are always improving. Please refer to www.trex.com for the most up-to-date installation requirements.
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Important Notes Before Installing Trex® Decking

It is recommended to clean cut boards on both
ends a minimum 3/16" (5mm).

To ensure an appealing mix of color tones,
mix and match all boards prior to installation.

3/16" (5mm)

If installing in localities prone to large
temperature shifts within a 24-hour period,
and installing Trex Universal Hidden Fasteners,
predrill and toenail a screw (use same screw
used in hidden fasteners) at an angle in groove
at both ends (at least 1" (25mm) from board
end) and center of each board.

Pre-drill using 1/8" bit

Abutted Board Attachment Requirements

1/8" (>40°F)
3/16" (<40°F)

NOTE: Optional - Gap joist framing 1/8" - 1/4" to allow for
water drainage.

Metal Framing

1" (25mm)

Routing Square Edge Boards for Trex Hideaway
Hidden Fasteners

NOTE: All Trex square edge profiles, either 1x6 or 2x6,
can be routed.

NOTE: Hidden Fasteners MUST be used at every joist.

NOTE: Use a drill (with adjustable clutch and torque)
and adjust these settings if necessary to ensure screw
is seated correctly in fastener. DO NOT countersink the
screw head into the fastener. Screw head should be
flush with the top of the fastener.

3mm (>4.5C)
5mm (<4.5C)

Using a Trex router bit with standard router:
1. Rout from bottom side of board.
2. Rout the entire length of the board, or at every

intersection where board is over support joists.
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Installing Trex Transcend®, Enhance®, Select® Deckboards/continued

9

Installing Last Deck Board
(Square-Edge Board Recommended)

10

1" (25mm)

Route one side of square-edge board to use with hidden
fasteners.

TIP: Use a recommended hidden fastener screw and
plug for last board installation.

Fascia screws supplied by installer (1 x 8 fascia shown)

NOTE: Refer to page 12 for detailed fascia attachment
instructions.

Replacing Trex Boards (Transcend®, Enhance®, Select)
Installed with Trex Hideaway® Universal Fasteners

1 2
New board at an angle

Existing Deck

1

Insert Fasteners
3

Insert Fasteners
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